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MacLennan, Hugh Each Man’s Son 
Little, Brown. Apr. 1951. 244p. $3.00. 


Hugh MacLennan has achieved widespread fame 
contemporary Canadian literature through the publi- 
cation three previous novels, Barometer Rising, Two 
Solitudes, and The Precipice. The first two stories were 
book club selections. However, this latest piece fic- 
tion will little augment the author’s reputation. 
one adheres strict critical terminology, Each Man’s 
extended short-story which the mechanics char- 
acter introduction and plot-inception occupy far too 
disproportionate share the volume’s contents. The 
eventual effect such lengthy beginning make 
the denouement too sudden and episodic. Thereby 
wealth good writing and emotional portraiture 
squandered incident scarcely strong enough 
serve the basis for magazine tale. 


The action transpires Cape Breton, the town 
Broughton, among the Scotch and Irish colliery workers, 
whose lives, that year 1913, had become dead-end 
streets hemmed the walls hopelessness 
consistently found among the exploited poor. Standing 
apart from them, yet sharing common virtues and weak- 
nesses, are the novel’s main characters: Dr. Dan Ain- 
slie, forty-two, mining company doctor and excel- 
lent surgeon well; his wife, Margaret, patient, loving, 
and maternal despite her childless state, who tries 
cope with her husband’s continual and apparently in- 
explicable driving self; Mollie MacNeil, young 
and attractive wife the unsuccessful pugilist Archie 
MacNeil, who had, all intents and purposes, deserted 
his spouse for the span four years his vain attempt 
gain money and glory the United States, and was 
now the downgrade, training for last crucial battle 
Trenton, New Jersey; Alan MacNeil, son Mollie 
and Archie, who becomes the pivotal person the 
book’s action. Finally there are Louis Camire, sailor 
turned miner, who attracted the temporarily fore- 
saken Mollie and wishes her return France with 
him, and old Dr. Dougald MacKenzie, whose philo- 
sophic advice sounds like the traditional Greek chorus 
fate. These characters, together with other transient 
personages, all excellently drawn MacLennan’s pen, 
form the cast the tragic narrative. 


Dr. Dan Ainslie, driven some mysterious urging, 
becoming fact not intention, from 
his wife. Sometimes, Ainslie ascribes this destructive 
inward restlessness the absence child his home 
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and the future impossibility having one. Yet, 
other times, the doctor wonders whether not his 
stern Calvinistic heritage not more responsible for the 
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MacLennan Mason 


spiritual uneasiness which goads him into fatiguing en- 
deavor, like one pursued avenging demon from 
the world which has grown deny. 


this point, the paths Ainslie and young Alan 
cross. The doctor sees the boy object which 
pour out his pent-up paternal emotions. But his 
well-intentioned favors serve only build tragic 
pyre which three persons are sacrificed. Margaret 
hurt the spectacle her husband’s love for an- 
other woman’s son; Mollie’s admiration for Ainslie 
turns into resentment the intimate bond between 
Alan and herself, caused her strange “widowhood”, 
severed the young child’s growing respect for 
new “father”; the absent Archie loses more than prize- 
ring contests, his boy gives son’s love stranger, 
and his wife turns her affectionate charms toward an- 
other man, Louis Camire. The potential tragedy in- 
creases, despite the warning suggestions Dougald 
Mackenzie, until the fatal night when Archie returns 
unexpectedly Broughton and finds Mollie and Ca- 
mire adultery. slays both, goes prison await 
trial, and, the pangs some painful childbirth, 
Alan becomes the “son” Dan and Margaret Mac- 
Kenzie. 

MacLennan’s story-telling powers are too fine and 
powerful wasted such theme. The thinness 
plot leads both unsatisfactory explanation 
Ainslie’s character and untruthful representation 
Mollie MacNeil’s sudden defection from marita! fidel- 
ity. Similarly, the grossness Archie’s tastes, glimpsed 
the occasional chapters devoted his prize-fighting 
career, does not balance with the violent devotion 
Mollie his absent memory emphasized the opening 
portion the book. The boy, Alan, whose future 
destiny affects the present destinies all the protagon- 
ists, emerges understandable and loveable child 
the opening pages, but becomes shadowy symbol 
the story progresses. 

There are few unnecessary spots vulgarity the 
novel. The average reader can only hope that the 
obvious skill Hugh MacLennan might employed, 
the future, broader panorama Canadian life. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South 


Mason, van Wyck Proud New Flags 
Lippincott. Apr. 13, 1951. 493p. $3.00. 

new hand reconstructing the past fit his own 
very vivid imagination, van Wyck Mason, who pre- 
viously gave his four-volumed version naval war- 
fare the American Revolution, now embarks upon 
another ambitious project which planned tetral- 
ogy naval actions between the Northern Union and 
the Southern Confederacy. Proud New Flags, which 
heralds this new series, covers the first year that 
conflict beginning mid-March, 1861. 


Irad Seymour, marine engineer with Reeder’s Iron 
Works Baltimore, rushes home with the good news 
his promotion, innocently involved street 
brawl and jailed for few hours, accused being 
southern sympathizer. Meanwhile his wife, Sylvia, 
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thrilling the telegram bearing word the homecom- 
ing her brother-in-law, Samuel. Two years had pass- 
since this dashing, young Lieutenant had gone 
sea duty, leaving his motherless son, Robbie, 
reared his childless aunt and uncle. What should 
joyful reunion becomes secondary the Virginia- 
born brothers realize that they must take sides the 
threatening tension between the states leads open 
conflict. Circumstances leave them little choice. Sam, 
remorseful after ecstatic night spent with his sister- 
in-law (“I will have child own—and Irad’s 
blood,” Sylvia was thinking), leaves for Montgomery 
accept commission the Confederate navy. 
the same day Irad fired because the arrest and the 
discovery his real sympathy. twenty-four 
hours, the guns are firing Fort Sumter, and 
Sylvia are their way Norfolk. 


Sam, now commissioned, reports New Orleans and 
sails First Prize Master aboard the C.S.S. Sumter, the 
first Confederate raider afloat. While the cruiser 
Cuban port beaten and imprisoned when 
comes the defense young woman back-street 
incident. Held incommunicado for several months 
darkened cell, helped escape Carolita 
Menendez who confesses that she had been paid the 
American consul trap him, and has now financed his 
escape with funds collected from other ladies her 
profession. Eventually Sam makes his way back the 
States, but only after has had the usually amatory 
inter-lude with Carolita. 


Returned Richmond, Sam finds that Irad has become 
one the capitol’s leading citizens, thanks Sylvia 
whose son, Jeff, now three months old. Unfortun- 
ately, Irad’s days glory are short-lived since and 
the child are soon killed crash while out riding. 
For all practical purposes, Sylvia disappears until, sev- 
eral months later, Sam hears from his younger brother, 
Reynolds (the black sheep the family), that and 
Sylvia are engaged business venture. the mean- 
time feverish activity going New Orleans where 
Sam once again stationed. Romance still follows 
him here, this time the person young widow, 
Kitty Pingreen, who acts governess for his son until 
Sam catches her compromising situation with his 
friend, Leon Duchesne. (Leon marries Kitty 
death-bed, merely give their child name.) The 
real love Sam’s life, however, Leon’s cousin, Louise 
Cottier whom had met his first assignment 
New Orleans. Only family opposition, primarily due 
religious differences, had kept them apart. Now, 


however, when the Northern fleet bombarding the 
city and the population forced flee, boy meets girl 
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once more, and Louise agrees follow Sam and his 
son away from that area the East. 


Emphasis the loves and adventures Sam Seymour 
essential this review since really who holds 
together the very tenuous threads the story’s plot. 
the story moves through its first phase learn 
the tension and stress pervading the Southern States 
before the secession. The Cuban incident (though 
dwelt great length) merely the climax the 
thrilling escape the Sumter and its preying upon 
Northern shipping. Sam’s return Richmond fur- 
nishes with picture the political and social in- 
trigues transpiring that city. And the last phase 
(during which most the naval warfare the Mis- 
sissippi described) makes realize the race against 
time faced the Confederacy building its navy. 


Unfortunately Mr. Mason introduces many charac- 
ters and extraneous incidents, there are times when the 
reader virtually loses the central theme his novel. 
How manages get back the track credit 
his imaginative ability unravels some wonderful 
masterpieces coincidence. And should not forget 
the tremendous amount research undertaken the 
author. But for all its pretentiousness Proud New Flags 
adds very slow-moving and monotonous adven- 
ture punctuated occasional outbursts passion and 
unimpressive descriptive while 
scarcely harmful for adult readers, leaves much 
desired because its several (although subdued) sexual 
incidents and objectionable language. 
Ullrich, 


Manhattan College, 
New York 71, 


Coppel, Alec Mr. Denning Drives North 
Dutton. Apr. 1951. 253p. $3.00. 


Thomas Denning, the Denning 
has committed—accidentally—what looks like the per- 
fect murder. The body has been disposed country- 
side ditch, all effects and evidence have been destroyed. 
Tom Denning settles himself down waiting for the 
body discovered and the case declared 
closed. the effect this waiting, the agony, the 
gnawing worm doubt whether the job was 


Coopel 


faultlessly done, the mounting pressure anxiety, that 
constitutes the theme Mr. Denning Drives North. 
undermines his sleep with nightmares and dims his 
days with drink. 


Vicci Mados was the victim. slick, greasy article 
faintly redolent Bluebeard, turned gigolo, Vicci made 
his living off women who knew better and his last 
two wives had died rather mysterious circumstances. 
When took turning the Mados magic the 
money and the eighteen year old charms Liz Den- 
ning, Tom and his wife Kay were somewhat reasonably 
upset. Tom arranges see Mados private, tells the 
cad that all about his unsavoury past and 
the point unloaded gun, forces him write 
humiliating note rejection Liz. When the note 
written, Vicci mistakenly makes rather cheap intima- 
tion about Liz’s morals order impress upon daddy 
Denning that his daughter will run away anyhow and 
that he, Denning, will not get away with this, etc. This 
earns Vicci broken jaw but falls, cracks his 
head, fractures his nefarious skull and dies. 


The story opens one Tom’s nightmares. 
excellently done, whole atmosphere mental horror 
builds the best Hitchcock style. one point, 
Tom attempts suicide plane, but the thought 
Kay, the wife adores, saves him the last minute. 
Finally, confides Kay and the rest the story has 
with their efforts discover whether the case 
has been closed not. The newspapers have been 
silent. visiting the scene the body’s disposal, 
they find that the body has disappeared. One ironic 
situation follows another chase through newspaper 
files, mortuary, gypsy caravans, and the bright reason- 
ing Chick Eddowes, American admitted the 
English Bar, the true love Liz now purged the 
Mados influence. fact, Liz and Chick almost bring 
the Damocles sword down the Dennings’ head but 
Liz saves the day. would unfair tell how. 


The author has tried blend humor with suspense but 
the mixture simply does not come off. After the too 
dreadful opening nightmare, pushes his material 
the point where two supposedly distraught people, 
Tom and Kay, over who has the right theory 
the disappearance the body. Gone the effect 
the introduction, lost the seriousness implied it, 
and the reader finds himself forced accept almost 
completely new atmosphere which the story moves 
and breathes. Farce and terror may mix the same 
story but surely not the same person. The grave- 
diggers Hamlet the porter Macbeth can 
ease the strain fear, because they are outside the 
main streams character and action. the case 
Mr. Denning Drives North, seems that water has 
been added fairly good wine and the result 
been thinning out substance and savour. 


Despite this obvious flaw technique, readers might 
while away pleasant hour two with the novel, for 
reads easily and written fairly good taste. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Department Romance 
Languages, 

Fordham University, 

New York 58, 


Saroyan Sheridan Wouk 


Saroyan, William Rock Wagram 
Doubleday. Mar. 301p. $3.50. 


man thinks wants one thing but actually wants 
another, wants both, wants neither but can’t think 
something else want, too young stop want- 
ing all, too old, too far from particular place 
thinks longs for, his liver’s enlarged, his bile 
isn’t flowing properly, his intestines are clogged, 
his heart murmuring, cancer’s gotten start some- 
where, the tissues his brain are deteriorating, 
something else mysterious unaccountable happen- 
ing him.” This single sentence but sample 
the italicized incoherencies that are strung together 
form the novel Rock Wagran. Thirty per cent the 
work made these passages which even the 
greatest liberty cannot excused “stream-of-con- 
sciousness technique.” addition the story told 
series what appear “flash-backs” and 
forwards” there any such term the latter. 
Since the hero, born Arak Vagramian, constantly 
passing from the past the future and ruminating 
upon the present during the passage, the story well 
the prose incoherent and unintelligible. 

far can determined, the novel concerned 
with the discovery American born Armenian 
Hollywood scout. The discovery takes place bar 
Fresno, and the symbol for the story the bottle 
since the main character moves from fits alcoholic 
depression spasms alcoholic ebullition. Rock 
reaches stardom Hollywood, marries the girl his 
choice even though she only seventeen years old and 
from strata society far removed from his own, and 
during the war loses his place the sun. After eight 
years loses his family, his money, his wife 
dren and finally himself. The book ends vague 
way that brings conclusion neither the career 
Vagramian nor the problems that his life has created. 


high time too for protest against permitting 
obscenity the grounds that the natural way 
people more primitive than the average. The language 
objectionable and some the conversation merely 
reproduces the adolescent graffiti that can found 
scrawled billboards. 
Saroyan has reproduced English style that 
strange melange Whitman, Joyce, and Stein. The 
warp conversation and the woof soliquy make 
incomprehensible pattern. The plot vague and 
inconclusive. The voiced and implied obscenity 
completely objectionable. 

William Noé Field, 

Seton Hall University, 

South 


Sheridan, John The Magnificent MacDarney 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Mar. 30, 1951. 309p. $3.00. 

not easy objective about this book. strikes 
over and over again chords which have heart--warm- 
ing ring for those who know and love the Irish. 
seems safe say that objectively excellent novel. 
Rich connotations and overtones, may some- 
what specialized its strongest appeal, but only this 
extent that while those with even drop Irish blood 
will find magnificent, others may find merely 
superb. 


Best SELLERS 


The Magnificent MacDarney rare and beautiful 
book. Irish setting and very distinctively Irish 
character; but never gooey and maudlin like the 
Saint--Patrick’s Day feature articles the American 
press, and there nothing the stage-Irish about it. 
warmly appealing story, marked sound sense 
values and keen insight into character. 


Daniel Sarsfield MacDarney one those people who 
have once too much and too little has too 
much make him the plodding way dull and 
secure livelihood; has too little live off easily 
would wish. So, grows old, nothing 
but wastrel—still handsome and attractive, with 
gift the gab that makes him boon companion, but 
penniless, shabby, forced descend the meanest 
pretences and tricks obtain the drink and companion- 
ship which are all lives for. His wife, Sarah, has 
long ago grasped the difference between faith and illu- 
sion. Her illusions are all gone, but her strong faith has 
enabled her raise her family decent maturity. 
Norah, the daughter, and Dick, one the sons, help 
keep the household going. Daniel, the magnificent 
MacDarney, has use for his wife and children except 
source revenue. His waywardness Sarah’s 
great worry, his salvation her great aim. When, 
through the loving fidelity her prayer, finally 
stumbles into sudden but well-provided death, she 
peacefully closes her eyes the world. Norah and 
Dick off marriage and new life. 


Mr. Sheridan sometimes annoyingly unconcerned 
about chronology, especially the beginning the 
book, but this defect really minor one. pales 
beside the great positive qualities the novel. the 
short space some three hundred pages, many them 
partially taken with illustrations, Sheridan manages 
not only tell good story but also portray re- 
markable complexity character. has learned let 
the characters reveal themselves. This simple tale, 
containing ordinary events which might have happened 
any home, brought life vivid, objective char- 
acterization. The author sets his people forth with all 
their faults and virtues; and has the ability picture 
whole complex situation sentence. 


When call this novel magnificent, use the word with 
none the irony that has the title. wish every- 
one would read The Magnificent MacDarney. 


William Hill, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Wouk, Herman The Caine Mutiny 
Doubleday. Mar. 19, 1951. 494p. $3.95. 


Willie Keith was dilettante—through prep school and 
college nothing stirred him any degree; was con- 
tent let his mother map out the paths gentility 
which would lead quietly narrow and comfortable 
life. True, had some slight ambition obtain 
graduate degree history and then teach respect- 
able University but that was only dim future phan- 
tom. For the present contented himself with being 
the accompanist third-rate Broadway night club. 
But then the draft breathed down the back his 
neck and family influence could nothing more than 
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obtain desk job for him, Willie took his fate his 
hands and entered the midshipman school Columbia 
times Navy routine and discipline came near swamp- 
ing him, accomplished this first major decision 
his life. 


spruce young ensign, Willie was assigned 
converted destroyer-minesweeper, the U.S.S. Caine 
duty the Pacific. When Willie finally reached the 
Caine, after deliberately turning down chance easy 
staff duties, found slovenly, but effective, ship and 
crew, under command Tom Vriess, who seemed 
little more than martinet. Willie began think 
differently when Viress was replaced Captain 
Queeg, psycho-neurotic, who badgered officers and 
crew alike, his enforcement every minute regula- 
tion ever bound Navy books. 


While assigned convoy and transport duty the 
Pacific Willie learned the ways Navy life and the 
difficulties life sea. Most the Caine’s work was 
routine; seldom did she come into combat area and 
only once did she any minesweeping. tac- 
tics did not succeed sprucing the Caine; fact, 
was incompetent and, knowing that, used 
every device place the blame for defects his crew 
effort protect his own record. The situation 
rapidly became intolerable: Steve Maryk, second 
command and competent seaman, was sufficiently 
perturbed keep log Queeg’s behavior which 
had been incited Tom Keefer, third command 
and novelist, who had insisted that Queeg was insane 
and should relieved command. But, when Maryk 
tried take the matter Admiral Halsey, Keefer 
reneged and refused party the accusation. 


The situation came head during typhoon the 
China Sea when the Caine nearly foundered. Maryk 
relieved Queeg command and Willie sided with him, 
Keefer remaining neutral. then filed charges 
mutiny and Maryk with Willie was returned for trial 
the States. They won acquittal through the efforts 
expert lawyer but somehow their victory was flat. 
After professional Navy man had shaken the Caine 
into normalcy, Keefer was given command with Willie 
executive. 

When the Caine was hit Kamikaze plane Keefer 
abandoned ship but Willie fought the fire and saved 
battered Caine for the scrapheap. war’s end, her 
captain, sailed the Caine the States where de- 
commissioned her his last official act. 


Shortly before his enlistment Willie had met May 
Wynn (really Marie Minotti) who was about good 
night club singer Willie was accompanist. What 
started possible affair was strengthened separa- 
tion and gradually turned into love, first May’s part 
and then two occasions Willie at- 
tempts break what still considers affair but 
finally comes admit that really loves May and 
that his future happiness depends her. 

The background Navy life aboard vessel 
wartime done excellently and the whole book exem- 
plifies the author’s thought, indicated one the 
characters, that naval regulations were minutely 
detailed experts that even nincompoop could 
scarcely wrong following them. The author states 


Harold Lamb 


that only traces remain the general obscenity and 
blasphemy which permeate shipboard language. One 
would almost agree with him save point out that 
throughout the book the profanity averages scarcely less 
than one instance per page. The story 
growth from weakling man and his appreciation 
naval regulation together with the difficulties com- 
mand adequately done; the story Queeg’s psycho- 
neurosis almost classic case history. 


general tne book worth reading and may recom- 
mended for adults. 


Lamb, Harold 
Suleiman the Magnificent, Sultan the East 
Doubleday. Mar. 15, 1951. 370p. $5.00. 


Once again Harold Lamb opens the door room 
Oriental history too little known the Western reader. 
This time, the career Suleiman, who ruled the 
restless Turks from 1520 1565, our attention fixed 
man who was constantly force European 
affairs through momentous period. Not merely 
the Venetian Doge and the Medici Pope, but the 
Habsburg, the Valois and even the English Tudor 
was Suleiman known, who marched Belgrade, 
Buda, Vienna itself, and whose sea lord, Bar- 
barossa, harried the Italian and Spanish coasts and 
held, terrible ally, the French port Toulon 
naval base. 


Beyond the pageantry conquest, the author also at- 
tempts reveal Suleiman was known his own 
nation, the While the exploits the 
Emperor whose might was felt from Gibraltar India 
are vividly presented, the other aspect not success- 
fully drawn. Aside from the mere declarations that 
Suleiman subordinated the organization the Turkish 
rulers the Divine Law Expounded the Grand 
Mufti, Mr. Lamb offers little the legislative judi- 
cial accomplishments the time. true that 
certain critical junctures see Suleiman addressing 
questions the Mufti for guidance handling the 
more personel matters government (e.g., the con- 
templated execution his son), but also true that 
the questions appear leave little the judgment 
the guide, presupposing they the guilt the 
one about condemned the rightfulness the 
proposed course action. 


Like many other historians, Mr. Lamb appears suffer 
somewhat from the tendency depreciate the familiar 
order enhance the glory the little known imme- 
diate subject. This results much special pleading, 
exaggeration, and, some cases, rash misleading 
statements. 


For example, without admitting that the “Seige 
Vienna” commonly considered that, long after 
Suleiman’s time, which was raised John Sobieski, 
Mr. Lamb tells us, Suleiman approaches Vienna, 
that the most remarkable thing about the “siege” was 
that occurred. Immediately begins de- 
scribe the unsuccessful seige Suleiman lasting over 
two months. Then, the closing chapters dealing 
with the decline the Empire after Suleiman, the 
author writes the more notable occasion “the 
second seige” Vienna. 


Such examples are frequent the work, and are, per- 
haps inherent the type history that Mr. Lamb 
writes. Nevertheless, field that has been sparsely 
titled, this biography Suleiman undoubtedly, 
present, landmark. can recommended all 
adult readers for entertainment and intellectual profit. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Sperber, Manés The Burned Bramble 
Translated Constantine Fitzgibbon. Doubleday. Mar. 


405p. $3.95. 


Manés Sperber was more than forty-five years 
age when published this novel France. 
Ukrainian-Jewish parentage, was born far south- 
eastern corner the Austro-Hungarian empire. That 
empire was broken the wheels World War and 
the victorious powers which had long been jealous 
its dominance Europe. Had there been dis- 
memberment the vengeful treaties 1919-1921, 
might have become the center democratic United 
States Europe and power for the preservation 
peace. But was ripped asunder and Vienna, its 
capital, lost all but the memory and the monuments 
its grandiose past. Austria, cut off purposefully 
from its industries Czechoslovakia, and from its food- 
lands Hungary and Yugoslavia, was reduced sud- 
denly one the poorest nations, economically, 
Europe. Its boundaries enclosed only picturesque 
mountains which produced low grade coal, wood, 
and veal; and unemployment and unrest. the sud- 
den distress, aggravated tragic loss manpower 
during the campaigns eastern, western and southern 
fronts, socialism and communism grew weed-fast. The 
youthful Sperber joined the revolutionary movement 
Vienna, went Berlin and was arrested there, 
communist, when Hitler came power. managed 
escape from the Nazis and worked with the com- 
munists against Hitler. But 1937 had learned 
bitter experience how the Party betrays not only its 
principles but its devoted workers and the people 
pretends represent and defend and liberate. Deeply 
disillusioned deserted the Party and fled France 
where now lives Paris. 

had believed that the “burning bush” revolution- 
ary ardor and communist dogma would give light and 
warmth all men. after had seen con- 
sumed its roots, there were still those who insisted 
that the cold ashes still blazed with comfort, and these 
few who had set themselves masters burned- 
out faith were ready slay any who refused believe 
their insistent One had credit one’s own senses 
eventually, however; the bramble bush had burned 
out, light was dead. Freedom and faith were 
longer found there; only empty lie which 
would make one slave the lying masters. Reluc- 
tantly, regretfully one had, finally, come deci- 
sion, either leave, risking death body, stay 
and let the spirit die within one. 

That the story The Burned Bramble very brief. 
Undoubtedly based the author’s own experi- 
ence. Among the multitude people who come 
life its closely printed pages, the one who most prob- 
ably represents the author himself the man named 


Sperber Bazin 
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Denis Faber, Hungarian Jew, known his com- 
munist comrades Doino, and Professor Stetten, his 
old teacher university days, Dion, for Dionysius. 
finds hard convince himself that the Party has 
betrayed itself, that has become more monstrous than 
the monsters set out fight. Eventually has 
admit the truth and able escape. There are other 
characters almost prominent the story Doino: 
Josmar (for Joseph-Maria), Goeben, courier for the 
Party who gives deliberately blind devotion its un- 
predictable policies until too must recognize its de- 
monic nature and make his escape; Herbert Soennecke, 
one the earliest and cleverest and most respected 
party leaders, killed after torture Party prison; 
also Vasso. Andrei had been killed earlier. There 
are other minor heroes the populous story. But there 
only one villain, the anonymous, unpredictable, ruth- 
less power the Party Centrum, “out there” Rus- 
sia, Moscow. other recent book the savage 
stupidity that criminal conspiracy objectively, re- 
lentlessly and dispassionately exposed. the very 
dispassionate quiet the telling this tale faith be- 
trayed, hopes and endeavors brutally crushed, that 
gives this novel its aura authenticity and validity. 


the other hand, common with many the 
disillusioned deserters from the ranks Communism, 
Mr. Sperber seems have found stronger faith, 
solid truth which give his loyalty, which 
recapture his integrity spirit. seems still 
cherishing the ashes the burned bramble, without 
any real hope that they will again grow warm and leap 
into flame, amulet against despair, keeping his 
hope alive the memory the faith had his 
youth and which has been cruelly, irrevocably be- 
trayed. will fight effectively against the menace 
Soviet Communism, must learn that any purely 
materialistic dialectic will inevitably engender the same 
kind monstrous inhumanity. For that the paradox 
that modern history has proved: humanism alone be- 
gets only inhumanity. Man needs faith something 
greater and more permanent than himself anything 
that can make. 

The book long, its story complex; but exception- 
ally well written, and excellently translated. Mr. 
Sperber has avoided the obscenities and exaggerated 
cariacatures which mar and diminish Mr. Koestler’s 
Age Longing, with which one naturally compares it. 
is, think, superior novel, possibly even great one; 
and not great, because yet too negative 
towards its central problem. Its people talk great 
deal, but intelligently and interestingly. found 
completely fascinating, and recommend adult 
readers. (Others will not have enough patience find 
rewarding.) 

Richard Conlon, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Bazin, Hervé Viper the Fist 
Translator: Strachan. Illustrator: Madeleine Chapsal. 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 1951. 183p. $2.75. 

Upon the publication his first novel, Viper the 
Fist (La Vipére Poing), 1948, Hervé Bazin was 
once acclaimed the French critics powerful 
writer. This gripping story, written the first person, 
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autobiographical. While reminiscing over his child- 
hood, Jean Rézeau evokes his great uncle René Bazin, 
whom calls René Rézeau. “But who does not know 
René the little man with the mustaches, who 
snatched the colors carry the rear-guard action 
Flaubert’s Abbé Bournisien, and whose genius has 
been widely perpetuated the volumes awarded 
prizes the Parochial Give your atten- 
tion and respect, for was great uncle. Remem- 
ber the return the land, the return Alsace, return 
the turrets, return the Faith—the eternal return? 
No, you can’t have forgotten that program. René 
Rézeau was the ‘refurbisher the was 
great man born too late join the Pontifical Zouaves, 
dead too soon know the holy triumphs the Popular 
Republican Movement, but gloriously astride every 
important hobby-horse that rocked through the peace- 
time periods between three wars And need not 
remind you that his death was the occasion 
great parade desolate, right minded believers 
under pouring rain holy water and oratorical 
spittle.” this one paragraph not sufficient proof 
that Hervé Bazin the grand nephew René Bazin? 
Indeed, surprise that the grand nephew the 
great Catholic writer should revolt against traditions, 
against relatives, against the clergy. Yet, this book 
deeper than mere revolt, matter fact this non- 
conformism only the setting. 


This novel the drama young boy who despises 
his mother. His father, Jacques Rézeau, doctor laws 
and professor the Catholic University, had married 
the very rich young Paula Pluvignec, grand daughter 
banker, and daughter Senator. She had three 
hundred thousand gold francs dowry. His father 
had married this girl more less live “pluto- 
crat.” 1922, the two younger children Ferdinand 
and the author Jean were entrusted the care the 
paternal grandmother Monsieur Rézeau was appoint- 
professor International Law the Catholic 
Aurora University Shanghai. Separated 
mother, Jean lived “temporary happiness.” But upon 
the death the grandmother the family returned from 
Shanghai with Marcel who had been born China. 


“My Mother arrived,” the author states and the drama 
begins. Soon the word “Mother” was obliterated and 
the children referred her “Folcoche”, which was 
combination “La Folle! Cochonne!” which 
plain English means “Madwoman and Swine”. 
there question that Madame far from 
being good mother. She refers the offspring 
children”, .“Filthy brutes”, 
“Thieves”. She overbearing, and responsible for the 
deep hatred which fills the household. The author 
brings out the fact that this woman considering herself 
good Christian was Satan disguise. Her husband 
was nothing but mere figure head, mere number; 
whenever she gave order the children she often 
added “Don’t forget that not even your Father can 
countermand it”. The various priests who were hired 
tutors for the children became her prey and unless 
they acted Pontius Pilate for her they were dismissed. 
The children after night prayers were expected make 


public confession that she could control their inner 


thoughts. Pride and greed led this woman hold 
dagger over the heart every member the house- 


Lait 


hold. For her the end justified the means. She truly 
monster cruelty and treachery. 


Indeed shocking story. However, wonder, was 
necessary that the rebellious son who fought against 
unnatural mother and the end won horrible vic- 
tory, should have added his revenge novel which 
the insult leaps out blasphemy? And yet, may 
that Hervé Bazin through his own experiences 
wished condemn all those mothers who forfeited the 
rights given them God. 


Bazin reveals the secret this awful story last 
chapter: “Here am, only the threshold life; and 
yet, thanks you, longer believe anything 
anybody. ‘Whosoever has not believed Father 
shall not enter the kingdom Heaven.’ hosoever 
has not believed his Mother shall not enter into the 
kingdom the earth. All faith seems swindle, all 
authority scourge, all tenderness, calculation. The 
most sincere friendships, kindnesses, bonds affection 
the future, shall suspect, discourage, deny”. 


This book has been very much discussed France. 
certainly not representative French family. 
might say that exception the rule. This 
book not recommended for the general public 
filled with deep hatred and with pessimism 
the darkest dye. And yet, because the shock that 
gives, may become the incentive for paternal and 
maternal examination conscience. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Lait, Jack, and Mortimer, Lee 
Washington Confidential 
Crown. Feb. 28, 1951. 310p. $3.00. 


The team Lait and Mortimer have hit upon formula 
which has all but limitless possibilities. They have now 
collected and published the “low down the big 
town” three instances: Chicago, New York, and 
(most recently) Washington. There are enough big 
towns with low-downs keep them busy sniffing and 
snooping until ol’ rockin’ chair the mortician gets 
them. they can patent the formula, they can not 
only protect themselves from imitators, but also leave 
their heirs and consigns valuable property. For 
when the big towns have been run through, (Boston, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Detroit, Saint Louis, Los An- 
geles, Houston, etc.,), there are still the medium-sized 
towns like Pittsburgh and Memphis, Omaha, Scranton, 
Toledo, Atlanta, (etc., etc.,); and after them the small 
towns and hamlets and crossroads communities. For 
there sin—graft, grifting, greed, gambling, guzzling, 
gallivanting—in all its feral forms found under 
the surface every community. may not such 
grand, even glamorous scale everywhere 
the metropoles; but basically the same Singa- 
pore, Sydney, Istanbul, Salem and Secaucus. one 
need surprised that you can find fleshpots provided 
for the pot-bellied politicians the national capital. 
Everyone likes gossip; and, the gossip scandalous 
and salacious, seems particularly precious. ordi- 
nary folk fairly decent manners and morals relish 
finding flaws the fabric the Pharaohs and their 


Carr 


court. reduces the powerful level upon which 
can look with scorn, not with shocked surprise. 


The authors this expose high and low jinks among 
the Jukeses and Jeeveses and Joneses Washington 
little dispel reader’s suspicion that they are primar- 
ily interested turning over the stones state dis- 
close the slugs for the revenue will bring them 
royalties. bland confession that they “have 
nothing sell except books”, (their books: “we have 
sold plenty them and are still selling they 
leave themselves open the accusation that they are 
merely pair smart-alecks who have learned how 
make many bucks fast and furiously, purveying 
brand pornography partially deodorized the decla- 
ration that “documentary”. 


reviewer were take the Lait-and-Mortimer asser- 
tions their preface face value, could justifiably 
write off the whole book, series books, the 
record pair mongrels dedicated the delight 
snuffling the unsavory effluvia sewer-vents and 
cesspools. would, however, have admit that they 
were sophisticated because their sneering attitude 
toward the “shirt-sleeved with their “dirty- 
nosed youngsters” the peasants who trip tours 
the capital their taxes have built and maintain. 


But Lait and Mortimer are, believe, spite their 
shocked and concerned about the manifestations 
stupidity and venality, the conscienceless corruption 
they searched for and found. They are sincerely dis- 
gusted the manifold evidences perversity and 
perversion, (personal and political), the illegal and 
immoral traffic narcotics and nymphs, the wanton 
waste public funds, the criminal conniving and co- 
operation higher-ups with the underworld. They 
have realistic contempt for fuzzy-minded “liberals” 
and sloppily sentimental and forthright 
hatred communists who make their own ends justify 
the foulest means. Most all are they disturbed be- 
cause they find reason believe the whole unsavory 
situation being engineered and enlarged gigantic 
and ruthless organization cold-minded criminals, 
identified modern and international Mafia. 


Whether every single item reported here soundly sub- 
stantiated seems beside the point and certainly out- 
side the scope reviewer. But even casual observer 
can affirm that there evidence enough convince 
him that all not well with the body political, social 
and moral, whether the capital throughout the 
country. may unfortunate that this expose may, 
this time, give added and undue comfort enemy 
who making increasingly uncomfortable; but the 
series shows how shocking are 
the consequences public apathy, and confirms the 
old adage that democracy form government 
that easy establish but difficult maintain. Wash- 
ington Confidential, smelly is, exposes nothing 
drastically and dramatically that the situation the 
direct responsibility every citizen who tries fix 
summons for traffic violation, (the arrogance the 
automobile-owning aristocracy serious evil); 
every citizen who tries bribe favor for himself, 
“buy wholesale” “under the counter”; every 
sucker ready gamble hot tip play the numbers 
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the iron bandits; every voter who shirks his re- 
sponsibility vote and vote according his con- 
and not according the command the party 


true that you cannot buy loyalty integrity; 
more can you eliminate immorality legislation. Mor- 
ality exists the constant observance moral 
principles based more-than-human laws recognized 
binding everyman’s conscience and conduct. Loyalty 
and integrity should encouraged and protected 
paying public servants their just hire, the only condition 
which they can reasonably forbidden from ac- 
cepting “tips” and And necessary, 
too, for renounce any effeminate sentimentality 
which unrealistically lays all blame for crime en- 
vironment and none the wilful perversity the 
criminal. 


Readers Washington Confidential will need re- 
minded that for every pimp and prostitue, thief and 
thug, whether high low place public life, there 
are tens and hundreds honest, hard-working, law- 
abiding, decent citizens whose greatest sin their in- 
difference and timidity performing their civic obli- 
gations. Crime will defeated only when aroused 
citizenry stops being sympathetic for the criminal code 
and refuses participate those petty larcenies which 
conspire countenance the great felonies. 


Washington Confidential not for the immature. But 
might make readers age think twice about 


their next vote. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Carr, John Dickson The Devil Velvet 
Harper. Apr. 11, 1951. 335p. $3.00. 


Nicholas Fenton 1925, scholar Cambridge Univer- 
sity, sold his soul the devil, least pretended 
with reservation that would render the bargain 
null, exchange for transportation into the body 
Sir Nicholas Fenton the year 1675. Reason? For 
years had been fascinated the mystery who had 
poisoned Lady Lydia Fenton, Sir Nick’s wife, and felt 
that could solve the mystery and prevent her mur- 
der. Arrived London found himself the leading 
swordsman the day, leader against Shaftesbury’s 
Country Party, ardent but unrecognized supporter 
Charles II. also finds himself with Lydia 
wife and Meg York, whom recognizes Mary 
Greenville, younger girl from his later life, mistress. 
notes that Lydia shows symptoms arsenic poison- 
ing and saves her. dismisses Meg and becomes 
embroiled with Shaftesbury, narrowly escaping the lat- 
ter’s assassins. interview with the King uses 
his foreknowledge things come prophecies and 
receives turn from Charles note proving that Lydia 
black rage seeks Meg York and has 
another interview with the devil from which re- 
turns find Lydia dead. Later learns that has 
poisoned her himself. And history not changed 
but Fenton has escaped his bargain the plea that the 
devil cannot claim the soul anyone born Christ- 
mas Day. And has failed his mission also, since 
Lydia dead. climax Fenton arrested the 
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King’s dragoons and confined the Tower charges 
treason. the King’s contrivance Meg releases Fen- 
ton and, after spectacular duel, the two escape aboard 
Royal warship until events quiet down England. 


swashbuckling tale adventure with back- 
ground Restoration England this book creditably 
done. Mr. Carr course better known for his who- 
dun-its but this not his first departure from that 
genre. tells rapidly-paced story with real rather 
than dummy characters and uses only the one item 
fantasy gimmick whereon hang the story. The 
inclusion typical oaths and somewhat suggestive 
sexual incidents (mild true for Restoration story) 
and the whole tone the book renders suitable only 
for adults. 


Ellison, Jerome John Brown’s Body 
Duell, Sloan Pierce. Mar. 15, 1951. 352p. $3.00. 


When this story opens, John Brown, busy New York 
architect, hardly aware that has When 


closes, his soul has been much discussed, but little 
benefited. 


all appearances, Brown was normal, respectable 
husband and father until deliberately shot at, and 
wounded slightly, Army officer whom his wife 
had been imprudently attentive. Afterwards, with the 
same cold deliberation, struck his wife. both 
occasions, Brown had been drinking but was not be- 
fuddled. The doctor summoned dress the major’s 
wound disbelieves the gallant lying the officer, and 
when learns Brown’s assault his wife per- 
suades Brown consult psychiatrist. Under the 
probing and dredging Dr. Norman, Brown’s case 
appears typical example Oedipus complex, 
for which unfortunately the doctor has easy remedy. 
Drinking again, Brown visits his wife and frightens her 
wild burst rage, and then, drinks himself into 
stupor. comes himself private hospital, 
assisted recovery workers for Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, and persuaded visit Anglican religious 
community Connecticut. Father Stark takes Brown 
hand, and long dissertation his own religious 
experience, seeks explain the place God man’s 
life. Unconvinced, but willing believe, Brown drives 
Reno arrange civil divorce from the wife who 
will longer live with him. There, surrounded 
partying companions, conducts himself with rare 
discretion, and when meets divorcee whom had 
known for many years, seems about rebuild his 


life the book ends. 


One finishes this tale with the conviction that the com- 
mon sense Brown, dis-oriented may be, 
more valuable that the scientific curiosity Dr. Nor- 
man and the adroit brilliance Father Stark. Dr. 
Norman’s insistence that Brown explain his early be- 
havior gutter terms needlessly coarse. least, 
nothing profitable the patient grows from the shame- 
less exposure which subjected. Father Stark 
shows how one can find via media between amoral 
modern scholarship (or intellectual pride) and water- 
ed-down version the doctrine Christ. 
wonder that the fugitive and cloistered virtue the 
Anglican divine does not satisfy the troubled mind 


Ellison Stryker McCollum 


embarks his reformation rachitic and fumbling 
way, his own will-power. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Stryker, Charlotte Time for Tapioca 
Crowell. Mar. 19, 1951. 250p. $3.00. 

Though the book several degrees less hilarious than 
its euphonious title would suggest, Time for Tapioca 
still very tolerable while-away reading. The author’s 
sense humor, plus her reporter’s knack for dramatiz- 
ing the unusual, color this account Miss Stryker’s 
youthful experiences plantation Java. 


Charlotte was teen-ager when her father, 1927, 
transported his wife and five children languid Ba- 
tavia. had been struck with the inspiration per- 
sonally raising the tapioca flour used his glue making 
firm Roselawn, Pa. Armed with the impatient energy 
typical American visionary, sailed straight into 
the quagmire Dutch protocol and native indolence. 


Securing lease 10,000 acres land Daringo, Dad 
went work the gargantuan job clearing timber 
and swamps. Charlotte, cheering from the sidelines, 
watched the tapioca factory rise from the wilderness 
despite both the elements and the exasperating “adat”, 
Javanese rule etiquette. The first crop was ready 
for harvest two years—a singular triumph for that 
slow-motion island. Then, just the back--breaking 
flyer might have started pay dividends, the crash 
sent all the Strykers back the States. 

light entertainment for the whole family, Time for 
Tapioca sustains its line chuckles the final 


curtain. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


McCollum, Vashti Cromwell One Woman’s Fight 
Doubleday. Mar. 22, 1951. $3.00. 


Because the music room was occupied that day, the 
teacher put James Terry McCollum desk the 
hall while the other members his class were attend- 
ing religious education courses released time. “Jim 
came home tears. could not school again 
the day they had religious instruction, said. He’d 
had sit out the hall himself, and all the kids 
walking down the hall get drink run errand 
had thought he’d been put there punishment and 
had teased him. kenw that they’d tease him still 
more said that was there because couldn’t 
attend religious instruction classes, he’d let them 
think was there for being bad. This was too much 
for me.” And Mrs. Vashti McCollum set motion 
the legal process which ended the famous McCollum 
decision prohibiting for thousands students released 
time religious instruction public school premises. 
such threads are woven decisive patterns our 
constitutional history. 

One Woman’s Fight billed “human document 
courageous woman.” Mrs. McCollum portrays 


herself the valiant woman who, despite misunder- 
standing and persecution, fought bitter legal battle 
the highest tribunal the land defend her son 
against discrimination and save the kind religious 
freedom intended the First Amendment, complete 
and absolute separation church and state. may 
allow Mrs. McCollum her courage but, might 
expected woman’s apologia, she herself allows 
nothing. The troubles Terry were due solely his 
non-participation the religious classes, although his 
teacher testified that was maladjusted problem 
child and his schoolmates categorically denied that 
was ever teased about not participating. Mrs. McCol- 
lum also pours out woman’s scorn the insincerity 
the opposing witnesses and the unfair tactics the 
attorney for the Champaign School Board. The loss 
the suit the local level attributed the stupid 
strategy her lawyer and the state decision against her 
the inefficient setup the Supreme Court. 


Mrs. McCollum disavows that she had any intention 
attack formal religion and claims that her objection 
released time was based solely constitutional 
grounds. The note militant atheism was injected 
into the case mainly her father whose pamphlet and 
testimony was brought into the suit against her better 
judgment. Her own attitude religion, however, 
easily gathered from her book. The Unitarian pastor 
the town, who was her main supporter, remarked 
the trial that thought Jesus and Santa Claus 
mythical personages practically the same plane. She 
flippantly remarks that later apologized his con- 
gregation for the parallel. had found that there 
was some evidence for belief the existence Santa 
Claus.” Christian opposition among the townspeople 
represented the annoyances inflicted her 
certain hoodlums “Christian Halloween.” the 
nation large the forces religious opposition are 
represented the uncouth scribblings scurrilous 
letter-writers. 


The First Amendment had double purpose: posi- 
tively, guarantee freedom the exercise religion; 
negatively, prevent coercion conscience. main- 
tain their version the separation church and state, 
Mrs. McCollum and her upholders have foisted that 
Amendment the unhistorical interpretation that was 
aimed the exclusion religion from the state rather 
than the exclusive preference one religion the 
state. They concentrate the negative aspect free- 
dom religion and exaggerate its meaning. There was 
legal coercion exercised Terry McCollum, 
attempt impose religious instruction him. There 
was evidence even social pressure; most Terry 
may have been embarrassed his own consciousness 
because was different from the others not attend- 
ing the religion classes. the principle religious free- 
dom intended save the individual (even though 
child) from his own embarrassment being non- 
forestall this are told sack the 
whole positive side religious freedom, prohibit all 
others from freedom the exercise their religion, 
this case deny children religious instruction the 
schools even though their parents request it. this 
connection interesting note one statement Mrs. 
McCollum. “Now what would still like know 
what controlling factor what child learn 
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his parents’ desires are importance While 
many critics cried ‘Communist’ for fighting 
religion the schools, the idea that the parent 
has control over what his child learn sounds 
strangely totalitarian.” Right you are, Mrs. McCollum. 
But when parents want their children have religious 
instruction the schools, what prohibits this? The 
McCollum decision! this make the state 
agency the parental right education place 
supreme control the hands the state? 


Passing beyond the limits her own case, Mrs. Mc- 
Collum adds several chapters which she describes 
sectarian influence the public schools and discusses 
Federal aid sectarian schools. Here her main target 
are Catholics and Catholic schools. She adds nothing 
such controversies and critical analysis her views 
would unnecessarily lengthen this review. 


Barker, Lillian 
The Dionne Legend: Quintuplets Captivity 
Doubleday. Mar. 15, 1951. 269p. $3.00. 


There has been much ballyhoo and false publicity 
about the Dionne family that this straighforward ac- 
count the complete story contains many surprises. 
Lillian Barker, the author, was assigned write the 
story Elzire Dionne when her famous five were ten 
months old. that time the Dionnes, understand- 
ingly, had resented the press, both because its un- 
truths and its invasion their privacy. Miss Barker, 
however, became close personal friend, and Mr. 
Dionne forewords her narrative with expression 
complete confidence her truthfulness. 


Probably few persons realize that Dr. Dafoe, who was 
the children’s doctor, and the Ontario Government 
succeeded gaining complete control over the Quints’ 
lives and finances for period seven years. isola- 
ted from the Dionne family were these special “Wards 
the King” that their mother and father could see 
them only rarely. Dr. Dafoe quoted again and again 
saying, “I’m running the show. Leave Papa and 
Mama out it.” 

But the Dionnes fought get their children back and 
their struggle both heartbreaking and heartwarming. 
This clash involved Church, State and racial differ- 
ences before was finished. The Dionnes, good 
Catholics, believed fervently that “le bon Dieu” had 
sent the “jumelles” them rear, and not have 
them become star tourist attractions and source 
revenue for everyone connected with them. 


Prayer became their main weapon. They also appealed 
the Pope, Edward VIII, and the French-Cana- 
dian Association Education, which after much in- 
vestigation gave them legal help. The discovery that 
Dr. Dafoe had signed collateral contracts guaranteeing 
him percentage the Quints’ earnings gave the par- 
ents their first legal break. Their suit for accounting 
his transactions resulted the Doctor’s resignation. 
died when the Quints were nine. that time the 
family was preparing move into lovely new home, 
that all them could together again. 

The author praises the Dionne’s faith ultimate vic- 
tory these words “Living with them was lesson 
me, for bon Dieu ruled their lives surely the 


sun 
chil 
thin 
Thi: 
doze 
The 
and 


Gou 
Cow: 


Chri 
statu 
race. 
the 
have 
well- 


not 
from 
She 
stanc 
dent: 
book, 
place 
thus 
the 
Savic 


The 

Moth 
has 
Mysti 
chara 
with 

nor 
She 
sage 
day 
the 
and 
ple: 


Unfo 
but 
water 
haps 

all 
the 


Mary, 
the 


SELLERS 


While 
fighting 
parent 
sounds 
religious 
The 
state 
place 


Ars. 
describes 
discusses 
target 


publicity 
ac- 
yrite the 
were ten 
lerstand- 
its un- 
Barker, 
Mr. 


who was 
ernment 
isola- 
“Wards 
ould see 
again 
apa and 


and 
varming. 


have 
ource 


ery that 
anteeing 
the par- 
counting 
ignation. 
time the 
home, 


vic- 
esson 
the 


Aprit 15, 1951 


sun rose over Callander; also ruled the lives their 
children. And bon Dieu was the answer every- 
thing” (p. 231). 

This sympathetic account one the greatest 
human interest stories our century. There are 
dozen good illustrations and many humorous incidents. 
The Quintuplets have captured the interest all ages 
and this story about them will deservedly welcome. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda 14, Md. 


* * * 


Goudge, Elizabeth God Loved the World 
Coward-McCann. Mar. 19, 1951. 311p. $3.50. 

Christ the central figure history. Even those who 
not accept His divine claims cannot deny His moral 
stature and the impact His doctrines the human 
race. infallible proof His abiding influence 


the number those men and women every age who 
have written His biography. Elizabeth Goudge, the 
well-known author, has now joined this illustrious 
group that begins with Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 


She does not pretend make scientific scholarly 
study the life Christ. For this reason she does 
not cite the chapter and verse the numerous texts 
from the Old and New Testament which she quotes. 
She usually slides over sums few sentences 
the difficult passages the Gospel. general she 
follows the sequence events they are found the 
standard life Christ. But times she groups inci- 
dents similar nature the same chapter her 
book, even though reasonably certain that they took 
place different periods Christ’s public ministry. 
thus departing from the strictly chronological order she 
only imitating the synoptic writters, who did for 
the sake presenting the person and message the 
Savior more attractive light. 


The author’s belief the divinity Christ admits 
doubt. truly the Incarnate Son God; His 
Mother justly deserves the title Mother God; 
has changed bread and wine into His Body and Blood; 
still lives the midst through the Church, His 
Mystical Body. She has remarkable insight into the 
character Christ, and the various classes people 
with whom came contact. Her admiration for 
and tribute the Blessed Virgin Mary are unusual 
non-Catholic writer and deserving special praise. 
She has succeeded admirably proving that the mes- 
sage Christ just important the people our 
day was 1900 years ago. She shows her mastery 
the Old and New Testament weaving the thought 
and phrases the Bible into her own text. Her style 
pleasure read. 


Unfortunately her book contains many things with 
which cannot agree. She admits that Christ God 
but does not accept the full consequences His divin- 
ity. Thus she writes the miraculous changing 
water into wine: “The bringing forth his power per- 
haps wrenched his whole being. could not 
all moment” (p. 83). Again she does not believe 
the objective reality the angel Gabriel coming 
Mary, the devil tempting Christ the desert, 
the Holy Ghost descending upon the apostles the 
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form tongues fire. According her interpreta- 
tion Mary, Christ, and the apostles only “thought” that 
angel, the devil, and the Holy Ghost had appeared 
them. Again the context the Gospel does not 
justify her assertion that the faith St. John the 
Baptist Christ ever wavered. While she recognizes 
the miraculous nature Christ’s birth, she seems 
imply that Mary did not remain virgin but became 
the mother other children. Were these points cor- 
rected would not have the slightest hesitation 
approving book one whose personal love for Christ 
unmistakably evident every page. 


Stephen McKenna, C.S.S.R., 

The Church the Immaculate 
Conception, 

389 150th Street, 

New York City, 


Oliver, Jane Morning for Mr. Prothero 
McKay. Mar. 30, 1951. 242p. $2.75. 


Although there are feeble attempts mystification 
this story, trust betrayed revealing that re- 
counts the adventures the agnostic Dr. Prothero be- 
yond the grave. Believing dogmatically that death 
final, the doctor considers himself still living, 
existence that somehow befuddles him. knows that 
has crossed the but believes that 
the Scottish border. Even the fact that employed 
fantastic hospital, just “over the Border,” not 
enough convince him—still, many the patients 
the hospital are known him dead. Then, too, 
the sun never moves; always late afternoon. 


With the assistance several other spirits, not far 
divorced from the fleshly sphere and acting somewhat 
the guardian angels, Dr. Prothero haunts his family for 
some twenty-five years, straightening out many prob- 
lems his sage advice. Ultimately, the doctor recog- 
nizes that God exists, and the sun rises for him. 


hard say anything good about this novel. 
unnecessarily dull. The activities and the expression 
its ghosts are often trivial. Its machinery for permitting 
the spirits observe the world men repulsively 
like Buck Rogers show televised. 


Furthermore, theologically and philosophically the work 
trash. The concept after-life here proposed 
sentimentally anthropomorphic and fairly low 
grade spiritism. The after-life for everyone appears 
“second chance” know God; fact, the idea 
possible punishment after death ridiculed 
being religious” and false. the same time, 
many the more experienced spirits mutter darkly 
intervals enemy known “the other side” which 
evidently force evil. Yet hint explanation 
the source nature this evil remotely suggested. 
The force imagination and clarity thought neces- 
sary for story this type even slightly successful 
are completely lacking. 


Because these difficulties, nothing good reported 
Morning for Mr. Prothero. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Queen Schoonover Albrand 


Queen, Ellery The Origin Evil 
Little, Brown. Apr. 245p. $2.50. 

The dust jacket announces this the joint authors’ 
“25th and most unusual mystery novel”. some 
respects one their best. There is, for example, 
clever, original and consistent use clues, the inter- 
pretation which depends how well you know your 
Darwin and his Origin Species, not speak 
Aristophanes and his Birds. 


The opening chapter hypothesizes situation which 
one partner jewelry firm has been badly fright- 
ened receiving present dead dog that his 
weak heart fails and dies. The other partner, 
paralyzed and helpless his wheelchair, also receives 
present, and the story advances gets five more, all 
accompanied subtly terrifying warnings. The seem- 
ing lack relation among the “presents” appeals 
Queen, quietly working new book, that in- 
duced the first man’s foster daughter take the 
case. 


For characters have the usual pair lovers whose 
marriage can expected book’s end, plus sultry, 
loose woman from fine Spanish Catholic family who 
after her husband’s death enters retreat near Santa 
Maria” for life. (In her exotic bedroom there has hung 
during her sultriest days large black 
companioned sculptured male nudes.) There 
zany “Atomic Age Nature Boy” who lives tree 
house attract the attention movie companies. 
police lieutenant enters the tale long enough have 
Queen unravel the mystery for him. But Queen fans 
may consider they are getting double value the provi- 
sion TWO murderers: one direct, brutal and punished 
for his crime; the other wronged, cooly vindictive and 
unpunished. the latter’s guilt which the Master 
deduces his customary last-chapter analysis, sans 
reader-clues, sans adequate court evidence, and sans 
the reader this note without Queen’s cerebrating aid 
that this writer not Queen fan. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton Pennsylvania 


Schoonover, Lawrence The Golden Exile 
Macmillan. Apr. 1951. 391p. $3.50. 


December 1290, Guy Brunne, Baron Beau- 
mont, sailed from London the Saint Nicole make 
pilgrimage the Holy Land, fulfillment pen- 
ance imposed him the venal abbot Sempring- 
ham, whose lands adjoined the Barony Beaumont; 
and December 10, 1291, week beyond the year- 
and-a-day limit set the cunning Geoffrey Hawks- 
wood, returned London. that time, Brunne 
had, later said, fared widely; widely, indeed, 
only the hero swashbuckling ro- 
mantic novel could have fared such space. 
met the fair Elaine and fell love with her board 
the Saint Nicole, though she was affianced grim 
Juan Carlos Aragon; and Gibraltar, the amazing 
Arnaldus Villanova, doctor lay and canon law, 
something alchemist, something linguist, and 


Best 


all-in-all handy man for knightly hero have 
around emergencies, was added Brunne. The 
fat little doctor carried seemingly inexhaustible chest 
herbals and specifics, containing everything from 
brandy bezoar stones and Egyptian beetles surgical 
scalpels and corrosive acid and deadly poisons. Through 
the jealousy Juan Carlos, Brunne and Villanova 
put adrift the Mediterranean small boat; are 
picked Moslem trader named Hakam, who 
knew the secret Suez and sailed secret 
slaves Hakam, they are transported all the way 
Cambodia, then war with Siam. that fantastic 
oriental land, they are purchased slinky princess 
and priestess, Sakti, because her amorous interest 
the tall, white-skinned and handsome Brunne. There 
slave girl Lalita, who helps them escape and proves 


But Brunne itching return Acre and 
Elaine. and Villanova succeed reaching Acre 
after has fallen the forces Sal-ah-din, and 
Elaine prisoner the slave dealer, Nazir. Elaine 
finally rescued and the trio sail England, only run 
into more complications set afoot the nasty and 
villainous abbot Hawkswood. But virtue and romance 
win out the end, and all the stray ends are tied 
together. 


The Golden Exile will for hammock chaise- 
lounge reading. tries out-adverse Anthony 
within its modest limits, that probably only due 
the fact that the author more interested keeping 
the action spinning dizzily enough that you will not 
stumble over his lack style. And you don’t want 
waste time eyesight reading it, you can wait for 
the technicolor edition, probably starring Burt Lan- 
caster. wait while and pick the two-bit 
reprint edition. 


Grady, 
University Scranton 


Albrand, Martha Desperate Moment 
Random House. Mar. 12, 1951. 242p. $3.00. 

Post-war Europe forms adaptable background for 
Martha Albrand’s latest tale suspense. Most the 
excitement centres Berlin and other German locales. 


The plot concerns the efforts Simeon Vernon, alias 
Rodasky, prove himself innocent murder that 
finds him confined for life Felseck, Bavarian prison. 
The concept the basic story pattern not unlike 
Greene’s The Third Man with somewhat less stress 
fundamentals. 


Most Europeans have story tell and Simeon 
dasky’s grew from uneventful childhood Roye 
the Avre, French-German sector, until Hitler’s 
shadow fell condemningly across the district for its 
failure accept the regime. 1941 Simeon and his 
childhood friend Marie-Anne Thiolat were herded 
with their relatives Polish concentration camp. 
Escape and the crime for which was cunningly made 
responsible, the killing American soldier, followed 


1942. 


The search for any the three witnesses capable 
proving that was not Simeon but the irresistible Paul 
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Jablonsky who had fired the fatal shot becomes all- 
important Rodasky when Anne traces him 
Felseck. 


What happens afterwards adds well-sustained 
story pursuit that will, doubt, applied with 
considerable effect for subject its kind the screen. 


Character portrayals are important the story with 
minor roles sometimes stealing applause from lead 
players. Grote, the kindly prison warden, proves un- 
conquered will. Becker, the guard, contains 
the pent--up sadism the typical Gestapo type. Hate 
the conqueror and fear the new Eastern foe com- 
Opportunism lives Jablonsky, Slada and Woiczi, 
Simeon’s one-time friends, and Mink, Slada’s mis- 
tress, who betrays him for money. Sawyer, 
American intelligence officer who assists Anne her 
search for Simeon, the realist lives. Anne, courage, 
and Simeon, sacrifice unlock the door eventual 
happiness. 


The title originates from that point time when 
Simeon, large, conquers desire for personal revenge 
his betrayers, surrendering the police that 
Anne might saved from Jablonsky’s clutches, even 
the risk losing her Sawyer. the search 
reaches desperate stage Anne’s relationship Simeon 
becomes more than Mink’s Slada. With the ex- 
ception one two loose ends the story offers good 
suspense reading for adults. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Hoyle, Fred The Nature the Universe 
Harper. Mar. 14, 1951. 142p. $2.50. 


Mr. Hoyle has presented some the newer ideas 
astronomy and cosmology and expounds what calls 
the New Cosmology which will doubtlessly stir con- 
siderable controversy. Despite the controversial nature 
some the ideas, Mr. Hoyle presents intriguing 
and readable story the Universe is, may 
have developed and how believed will evolve 
the future. 


over-all picture presented the Universe, start- 
ing with our earth and proceeding outward our solar 
system, our galaxy and finally the other galaxies. 
estimated that there may many million 
inhabitable systems the Milky Way which the 
author inclined believe that there are beings like 
ourselves. The process formation galaxy with 
its millions stars from the gas which pervades all 
space traced and estimated that galaxy such 
ours about billion years old. possible course 
evolution our sun well described. believed 
that our sun will slowly heat and expand the next 
few billion years and will eventually envelop the 
planets out Mars, then will, when its hydrogen 
consumed, gradually cool off until becomes black 
dwarf. 


The “New Cosmology” hypothesis the origin the 
solar system that the planets were formed the 
distant past from the gas resulting from the explosion 
supernova companion our sun. That the planets 
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were drawn out the sun passing star, that 
they came from the sun some other process, not 
easily explained because the contrast the compo- 
sitions the sun the one hand and the planets 
the other. Hydrogen and other light elements pre- 
dominate the sun whereas these elements are rare 
the earth. 


The most revolutionary idea the New Cosmology 
that continuous creation. The Universe pictured 
dynamic system expanding into infinite space with 
new gallaxies forever the process formation from 
background material which being continuously cre- 
ated. claimed that the origin the Universe 
some finite time the past one big explosion 
sufficient magnitude account for the observed rate 
expansion would not allow enough time for the con- 
densation the interstellar gas into the galaxies they 
now exist. Rather presumed that the Universe 
expanding because the pressure exerted the newly 
created background material. Even physical grounds 
this idea seems have serious weaknesses. For ex- 
ample, not indicated just how the new matter 
exerts pressure driving the Universe expand while 
the same time there gravitational attraction be- 
tween all the particles matter which causes them 
condense into the stars. And, when stated that the 
Universe presents marked sameness throughout, one 
can but wonder full consideration has been given 
the fact that the most distant parts the Universe 
observed with the modern telescopes are seen they 
were about billion years ago. 


Under the heading Personal View” the author pre- 
sents chapter (which might easily have been omitted) 
which comments such topics the place 
man the Universe and religion. These are obviously 
beyond his ken since him nothing subject any 
but scientific proof. And explaining his hypothesis 
continuous creation apparently sees need for 
Creator. 


curious and lamentable that one gifted under- 
standing and describing the Universe too blind see 
the Hand God the truly magnificent design the 
Universe and the majestic procession the stars. 


Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Curry, Peggy Simson Fire the Water 


McGraw-Hill. Mar. 30, 1951. 304p. 

This book sad commentary the status which 
the popular romance has fallen. Basically the author 
has some ability and her plot outline not objec- 
tionable since recounts how two young people 
Scottish fishing village discover their love for each 
other. Both are fine types, Rab McRae, dark, virile 
sailor’s son, and Sheila Gibson, red-haired, spirited 
graduate Edinburgh University, who alone the 
women goes out sea with the fishermen. these 
two the story centered, and unnecessary here 
summarize the many incidents sea and village life 
added for local color. But the story spiced the 
point salaciousness several scenes; and others 
crude and melodramatic. fights, violent 
love scenes, violent language—it all too much for the 
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mature reader who looks for something beauty 
depth novel. all the physical level, and 
the author displays childish spitefulness towards any- 
thing other than sex the sea. book this sort 
has general attitude, outlook, interpretation 
life, kind crude naturalism. Not worth your 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington 17, 


Papashvily, George, and Helen Papashvily 
Thanks Noah 
Harper. Apr. 167p. $2.50. 


Those readers who remember the Book-of-the-Month 
Club Selection Anything Can Happen Here are not 
only acquainted with the Papashvilys but will probably 
welcome this second collection personal anecdotes 
from their lives written the fascinating idiom 
which Helen reproduces what must probably 
even more fascinatingly twisted idiom drips from 
George’s lips. Although some the stories are from 
George’s boyhood home near Tiflis, most them are 
American genesis and, although some them are 
about other pets such bear, elephant lamb, 
most them are about dogs and German shepherds 
interwoven with the story dogs 
the story the Papashvilys continued from their 
first book. But mainly hear about dogs, their train- 
ing, habits, intelligence, friendliness and general all 
around value companions. This reviewer has one 
complaint make about the book. read 
scarcely more than one hour. Its 167 pages are short, 
che print widely spaced, the margins are large and the 
illustrations numerous. Surely neither author’s royalties 
nor costs have advanced far justify such price. 
{nteresting the book may be, this reviewer would 
never pay that price read it. The book suitable 
for all classes readers. 

Grace Jamison The Brief Year 
Press. Mar. 19, 1951. 281p. $3.00. 
the foreword the author maintains that “This 
purely fictitious story: the plot, characters and setting 
described are imaginary”. the author was brought 
small town Illinois, and the plot similarly 
situated, one might tempted claim this novel 
autobiographical. 
Derek Wyngate has just been named the new high 
school principal. are 1913, period when the 
world awakening ideas about progress, democracy, 
and evolution. Middle Grove was sleepy Illinois 
town not ready receive and accept the revolu- 
tionary ideas teaching methods. Its citizens could 
not visualize that much could done for the world 
living Christian principles rather than talking 
about them. The new principal, healthy, handsome, 
eager and vigorous, bringing books and references 
more books, made school much more thrilling than 
anyone had ever believed possible that his whole class 
usually lingered about his desk after was time 
home. was interested recreation for the young 
people. wanted offer competition the auto 
riding and the movie going and give the boys and girls 
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something more constructive do. The town was 
made too many conservatives, who held that 
his Sunday school classes the new principal was inter- 
preting the Bible according Darwin. 

Many the town despised him, yet few cared for 
him. Among these was the McGregor family. Mr. 
McGregor was retired minister, who had been forced 
into retirement more less because his advanced 
ideas. Sharon, his oldest child, was sixteen when she 
met Derek Wyngate and took him for her 
novel Sharon’s story the year that Derek was prin- 
cipal. She was indeed sadly disappointed learn that 
Derek had married Vicky Ryder, the daughter the 
town banker. Vicky’s reputation prior her marriage 
was not the best. The young, beautiful and selfish 
wife hampers and counteracts Derek’s influence, 
such extent that one day Sharon says: Mr. Wyn- 
gate! It’s just that—I thought that you knew every- 
thing, and were wonderful—that day—but now 
don’t think any man could very smart and marry 
Vicky Ryder!” Sharon was right and before the end 
the year Vicky, who was more interested herself 
than the work her husband, deserted him and 
resigned. This was the proximate cause for his resigna- 
tion, but when mob sets out crucify great man, 
never admits the real reason. hunts for some 
trivial conventional peg which hang the censure. 
The miserly selfishness the town’s leading politicians 
and citizens could not and would not accept Wyngate’s 
reforms and his ideas. That was the remote cause. 


restful book about era when there was peace 
the world, but not peace within the town. warm 
and very human story which creates desire for the 
simple joys life and yet presents the tragedy man 
whose wife has interest the work her husband. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Russell, Eric Frank Dreadful Sanctuary 
Fantasy Press. 1951. 276p. $2.75. 

When seventeen Moon-bound rockets failed reach 
their objective John Armstrong, who had invented some 
the parts for the eighteenth, became suspicious and 
began collect data. What uncovered was com- 
plex organization engaged sabotaging rocketry the 
basis that earth was cosmic asylum where were con- 
fined the insane Mars, Venus and 
strong refused believe the story these Normans 
(normal men) and kept digging the face danger 
and sudden death until had enough information 
play hunch which resulted secret nineteenth 
rocket reaching the moon successfully and stopping 
world-wide war which the Normans had incited that 
they, under Hitler-like figure, Horowitz, could assume 
world-wide power. This fast-paced adventure 
story, with who-dun-it angles and science fiction back- 
ground. seems suitable for all classes readers. 


Wyndham, John The Days the Triffids 
Doubleday. Mar. 22, 1951. 222p. $2.50. 


This another the day-of-doom type science fiction 
tale where series strange green comets blind most 
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earth’s inhabitants who are then attacked pecu- 
liar three-legged walking plant, the The story 
told terms what happened Bill Mason and 
Josella Playton who met the carnage that was Lon- 
don they retained their vision the midst hordes 
blinded. Captured and used tools get food for 
others, they finally joined band liberal materialists, 
seemingly the old-fashioned parlor-pink variety, but 
were separated only find one another again farm 
where they lived until they rejoined the original colony 
which, course, was succeed repopulating Earth 
eventually. This rather minor bit science fiction 
with overly-Robinson-Crusoeish undertone, that 
the survivors survive because they gather their supplies 
from warehouses, but has little interest and value. The 
book suitable mainly for adults. 


sk sk 


Lamb, George Roman Road 


Sheed Ward. 1951. 125p. $2.25. 

This recent English convert Catholicism sums the 
story his conversion when, toward the close this 
modest, slender volume, writes: had always been 
Catholic, was only that first had not known 
myself, and then had not known the Church.” 
anima naturaliter Christiana, his search for his own 
soul led him eventually the quest for faith and 
finally the discovery both the Catholic Church. 


Born working class family Manchester, had 
socialistic uncle who took great delight ridiculing 
religion. scholarship introduced him the middle 
class the form grammar school where began 
experience estrangement from his home without feel- 
ing perfectly ease his new social level. second 
scholarship landed him Cambridge. this atmos- 
phere indifferent liberalism where “if you were nor- 
mal, you avoided absolute faith, either religious 
Lamb’s attempt find his own soul ex- 
pressed itself negative and individualist attitude. 
All his reading had tragic cast and fed his soul with 
images despair and collapse, social corruption and 
individual ruin. enemy could various—he 
might the bourgeois, the philistine, the scientist, 
the whole our mechanical civilization—but was 
everywhere and only few heroic spirits had refused 
submit 


When Lamb came down from Cambridge, finding that 
the world did not require his services teacher, 
took job with newly formed dance band. Mean- 
while continued his intensive reading, showing par- 
ticular interest the personal records literary artists. 
Though did not fully realize it, was reaching for 
and thought that these creative spirits might give 
him. Middleton Murry was who enabled him 
last take the Christian religion seriously. began 
read the literature Christian devotion. 


the outbreak World War II, Lamb refused 
fight. Modern warfare appeared him totally 
destructive the creative spirit and bound more 
harm than good. was not especially interested 
acquainted with the merits the issue between Ger- 
many and England. Rather the war seemed him 
judgment the whole civilization which both were 
equally representative. objector military ser- 


George Lamb Partridge von Fort 


vice, joined the land community started Langham 
under the sponsorship the Adelphi literary group. 
This choice his will true act, however slight and 
unsatisfactory absolute standards was the first 
positive step belated achievement personal 
individuality.” 

Later the course the war Lamb left the pacifist 
community Langham take various positions 
private gardener. one these posts began 
reread Newman’s Apologia which had previously 
found unbearable. This time read and until 
finished the book, gripped its the 
need for dogmatic principle religion. was all 
but converted Newman alone.” Further reading, 
Hopkins, Chesterton, the Social Encyclicals, St. John 
the Cross, strengthened his Catholic conviction. 
began attend Catholic services. Soon obtained 
job gardener Catholic school where the perusal 
Aquinas and the personal influence converted 
teacher completed his persuasion. knew myself 
Catholic belief, and Thomist philosophy. There 
was nothing left but baptized.” 


Roman Road not the account one those tug-of- 
war conversions which the subject starts from well 
defined position, with foreknowledge Catholicism, 
and amid the conflict opposing forces feels himself 
drawn gradually, step step, the Church. 
interesting instance increasingly frequent type 
conversion, the story soul reared modern 
liberal environment but trying satisfy native hunger 
for faith and spiritual truth. George Lamb, Thomas 
Merton, started from void, chaos, anarchy, 
quest knew not what. Roman Road, however, 
lacks the dramatic power Seven Storey Mountain 
because the personal experiences the author appear 
summarily described hinted rather than portrayed 
their actuality and detail. Perhaps the shyness and 
self consciousness which Mr. Lamb occasionally ascribes 
prevented more naked manifestation his 
soul. 


Partridge, Bellamy Salad Days 


Crowell. Apr. 16, 1951. 272p. $3.50. 


This rather trifling bit reminiscence, somewhat 
the style the author’s earlier Country Lawyer, but 
dealing with earlier days, the days fact the author 
spent college and law school. His career 
Hobart with tales professors, fraternities, escapades 
and romance forms the main body the book with 
short career military prep school introduction 
and two-year career law school finale. The 
connecting threads, which sort story hung, are 
the author’s indecision between law and writing career 
and his romance with his future wife. cross be- 
tween reminiscence and autobiography the book 
suitable for all classes readers. 


von Fort, Gertrud The Song the Scaffold 
Translated from the German Olga Marx. Sheed. Mar. 
21, 1951. 110p. $2.25. 

This reprint well-known and brilliantly devel- 
oped novel, long out print except anthologies. 
Excellently printed with generous leading and good 


Doyle Reviews Reprint Editions 


white paper, the new issue inviting appearance, 
though the inner margins are disproportionately narrow 
and would not permit satisfactory rebinding. Preface 
“G.N.S.” analyzes the author’s thesis and identifies 
the incident which the story based. 


readers the earlier edition remember, the plot 
concerns the Carmelites Compiegne who during 
the French Revolution went the guillotine singing the 
“Veni The author hypothesizes two indi- 
viduals among them: the youngest novice, fear-ridden 
from birth, who flees the convent when danger 
threatens, and the most aggressive nun the com- 
munity, sincerely devout and eager for martyrdom, who 
them all denied and thereby learns humility. 
the contrast the two, the author’s theme stands 
out clear and convincing—that human sacrifice not 
enough itself for God’s purpose unless involves 
complete submission His will, that for His purpose 
the weak and fearful may more grandly heroic than 
the strong. Ostensibly narrated contemporary who 
lived through the turbulent, riotous days and wrote 
account them emigree safely escaped, the pages 
describe the hysteric disorder and the mob’s vindictive- 
ness, and hint the atheistic philosophies and the 
flaming injustices the part court and clergy, all 
which eventually culminated revolution. 


More closely knitted and simply plotted 
Catholic convert’s other two novels, the book time- 
reissue these days when newspapers daily bulletin 
fresh persecution the Church Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, and enumerate parallel martyrdoms present- 
day religious, suffered innocently and gloriously 
any during the Reign Reason. 


Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Doyle, Charles Hugo Sins Parents 


Nugent. Apr. 206p. $3.00. 

This might called the logical sequence Cana 
Forever, the recent popular work marriage counsels 
the same author. Using the scare and shock treat- 
ment, Father Doyle illustrates examples and statistics 
his theory that parents are mainly responsible for the 
frustration and unhappiness today’s youth. 


The subject matter the book divided into sins 
commission and sins omission. the first section 
Father Doyle shows the evil consequences divorce, 
alcoholism, broken, loveless homes, and violations 
the ends marriage. Under sins omission are in- 
cluded such examples parental neglect failing 
teach truth, thrift, and religious precepts. shows 
how parents may guilty rejection, indulgence 
overprotection children and points out few general 
rules for avoiding these mistakes. Touching upon 
great many themes, Father Doyle provokes many ques- 
tions concerning preconceived attitudes, but naturally 
not cover all thoroughly any one area. 


the first section flagrant sins calculatecd por- 
tray the dire consequences parental irresponsibility, 
the second part will better liked and more value 
the majority well-meaning parents today. They 


Best 


will appreciate the practical advice and positive ap- 
proach. This section will also helpful study 
groups, Cana Clubs and any organization interested 
the parent-child relationship. 


This not scholarly treatise statistics cause and 
effect. direct appeal, popularly phrased, 
today’s fathers and mothers—a reminder the duties 
and pitfalls great task. noteworthy addition 
the growing literature the Catholic ideal youth 
education, Sins Parents highly recommended. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda 14, Md. 


NEW FEATURE: REVIEWS REPRINT 
EDITIONS 


With this issue, Best Sellers launches experiment 
through the inclusion reviews paper-cover reprints, 
chiefly those the popular pocket-size editions. The 
growth this type literature the past decade has 
been startling; the implications are not yet fully appre- 
ciated but evident that there possibility 
serious danger both literary and moral standards and, 
therefore, concern Best Sellers’ subscribers. 


glance some figures will make evident the attrac- 
tion the pocket-size reprint. From the annual 
tical number the trade journal, Publishers’ Weekly, 
Jan. 20, 1951, learn that the total these “news 
stand titles” increased from 659 1949 940 1950 
and that the estimate sales rose from about 184,000,000 
1949 214,000,000 last year. The six firms Avon, 
Bantam, Dell, New American Library, Pocket Books 
and Popular Library accounted for 165,000,000 copies 
the 1950 estimated total. 1945, the estimated 
total had been 66,000,000 copies, indication the 
current rate expansion. contrast higher-priced 
original publications available largely through several 
thousand retail bookstores urban areas, the pocket- 
size reprints are sold through self-service display racks 
placed over 50,000 newsstands, drugstores and other 
outlets throughout city and rural areas. The highly 
colored covers and constantly changing stock are the 
attractions. Therefore, occurs with increasing fre- 
quency that pictures suggestive nature are utilized, 
even when they not represent the inner content 
the work. 


Within the past year there have been several cases 
which local Catholic groups have called attention the 
harmful effects certain reprints and have even taken 
action legal semi-legal nature against vendors. 
the prudence these activities, this article will 
offer judgment but there does seem potential 
danger that these books may judged solely the 
covers and that authors may damned because art 
work that the publishers’ sole responsibility. the 
Feb. 19, 1951 issue the New York Times, editorial 
“The Handy Literature” called attention the 
service rendered authors pointing out that several 
Conrad’s short stories were packaged between covers 
depicting dusky, flimsily clad maiden being led 
white man.” similar stricture applies the pocket 
edition Agatha Christie’s The Mysterious Affair 
Styles. 
Therefore, seems desirable include reviews 
tain pocket-size reprints when they fit within the 
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Goudge, Elizabeth 


subject-matter regularly covered Best Sellers. Obvi- 
ously, with almost 1,000 titles issued year this field 
will possible include only small percentage. 
Wherever the titles have been reviewed earlier issues 


Best Sellers, the annotation will very brief, with 


reference made the full review (incidentally, all back 
copies Best Sellers are being made available micro- 
Otherwise, full view will appear. 


will appreciate your reactions this experiment 
and request that you refer Best Sellers those com- 
munity organizations pledged the cause decent 
literature. 
Eugene Willging, 
Associate Editor 


Gentian Hill 
Grosset Dunlap. Jan. 1951. (Original edition, Coward- 
McCann, Jan. 1950) 402p. $.75. (Reviewers’ Selection) 
romantic story the love Irish orphan, Anth- 
ony Louis Mary and French orphan, 
Marie Therese Colbert, during the last years the 
Napoleonic wars the early nineteenth century. Mrs. 
Goudge story-teller; and her and her readers, 
the story she tells that first importance. But she 
enriches with fond affection for the Devon country- 
side, for sea and sky, song and folklore, the classics 
Rome and Greece, prayer, and beautifully reverent 
appreciation love imitation and reflection 
divine charity. Gentian Hill deserves its selection 
the Literary Guild (Jan. 1950); can recommended 
without reservations all types readers. (R. 


Grady, Jan. 1950, 164-5.) 


Gilbreth, Frank Jr., and 

Carey Ernestine Gilbreth Cheaper the Dozen 
Illustrated Donald McKay. Grosset Dunlap, 1951. 
237p. $.75. 

reprint the original 1949 edition, published 
Crowell. This was Jan. 1949 Book the Month 
Club Co-selection. lively and humorous account 
the family twelve children, raised Frank Gilbreth, 
“efficiency expert”. One two vulgarities, occa- 
sional bit profanity and several false ideas render the 
book suitable only for adult and mature high school 
readers but may recommended for amusing and 
entertaining reading. (cf., Jan. 15, 1949) 


* 


Wright, Richard Black Boy 


Signet Book. Feb. 1951. 207p. $.25. 

Crude, cruel, vulgar, tawdry, violent, hateful—all these 
adjectives may applied the autobiographical ac- 
count Richard Wright’s first eighteen years. But the 
world Richard Wright Mississippi and Tennessee 
was just that way. Reprinted now Signet Book, 
this realistic account father-deserted youth, 
who, spite hate, hunger and hazing, would not 
surrender his individuality overly-religious Grand- 
mother and her family, the white-fawning school 
system, the organized cruelty white fellow workers, 
the lethargy his own race members. the ac- 
count struggle against environment where many 
have failed and many have ceased hope. you read 


Goudge Gilbreth Wright Van Vechten Chambers 


only for amusement, this not for you. you are 
discriminating adult and would project yourself within 
adolescent Negro the deep South learn what 
shapes his personality, here opportunity share 
one man’s experiences where hope and safety were 
realized only flight. Not pretty nor genteel, nor even 
entirely representative, the less, section 
Americana that should not overlooked. 


Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 


Newburgh, New York 

Van Vechten, Carl Nigger Heaven 
Avon. Feb. 1951. 186p. $.25. 


The Roaring Twenties live again the quarter book 
reissue Carl Van Vechten’s sepia shocker 1926. 
Now the way museum piece, paralleling the re- 
discovery Scott Fitzgerald, the Harlem the Black 
Renaissance disinterred with its motley characters 
from professional Lothario and numbers king the cul- 
tured and near-cultured aristocracy Striver’s Row. 
Important its day for introducing Harlem that since 
has been overworked, points out the heights and 
depths Negro society. The plot good girl loosing 
weak boy the vampire really secondary the char- 
acters and scenes portrayed. The only good purpose 
served the book point comparison for the 
present day improved situation. Its best feature, but 
certain ignored most, the added last eight 
pages critical commentary George Schuyler and 
the author’s note. It’s worth quarter the dis- 
criminating reader. 


Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburgh, New York 


Chamber, Dana (pseud. Albert Leffingwell) 
Death Against Venus 
Mercury Publications, 1951. (c1946) 128p. $.35. 
Dr. Richard Vine, beachcombing Florida, sum- 
moned back Connecticut Vee Garland, whom 
loves. She convinces him that some one trying 
terrify and kill her. She has heard unintelligible whis- 
pers the night, has discovered objects her room 
arranged curious patterns, has found 
articles spelling out the words: “It won’t long now”. 
But she has been for three years patient Dr. Wool- 
cot’s “Rest Home” recovering from mental break- 
down, and first she not entirely sure that she her- 
self not responsible for these mysterious happenings. 
The climax comes “hellish crack the back 
the head” when, for few minutes, she left alone 
the ground Rest Home her nurse friend Inga. 


Dr. Vine, with some cooperation from police, solves 
four murders and saves Vee and himself from similar 
fate. 


The clues that lead solution are given the reader 
somewhat late the game, but the story expertly 
written, with well-knit plot and plausible solution. 
The dialogue lively and natural, marred some un- 
necessary profanity and coarseness. The characteriza- 
tion sufficient, but the psychological between 


duty and desire” that responsible for Vine’s two 
wasted years and Vee’s breakdown (Vee married) 
does not quite carry conviction their case. 


Hazel Bartlett, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Rawson, Clayton Death from Top Hat 
Mercury Publications, Jan. 1951. 

hermetically sealed room; well-known anthro- 
pologist lying spread eagle the floor the exact 
center chalk-drawn star, strangled; plus number 
famous magicians and conjurors suspects gives 
old theme new life. second and similar murder 
occurs when one the magicians falls victim the 
strangler who comes and goes will through locked 
and bolted doors. The hero the story, also magi- 
cian, the Great Merlini, very believable person, 
who cooperates willingly and well with the police with- 
out assuming the supercilious air common among 
“amateur detectives”. The plot quite well-devel- 
oped, the motive will surprise although many 
readers may guess the identity the guilty party 
before the climax. 


Mr. Rawson has told good tale readable, jour- 
nalistic style. The only objection that frequently 


seems dwell over-long tricks magic and 


of-hand. This abridged edition, having been 
shortened without any apparent damage. 
Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Catholic University America 
Library, 
Washington, 


Burnett, William Riley Little Caesar 
Avon, Jan. 1951. (Dial, 1929) 193p. $.25. 

The story “Little Caesar” one the better known 
the gangland tales that appeared during the twenties 
and thirties. This edition complete and unabridged. 


Little Caesar, the leading character, “mug” who 
rises rapidly the head Chicago’s gangs and just 
rapidly The whole story well put together 
although might expected, the characters are 
rough, with actions and language equally so. Readers 
who remember the gang era will find this presentation 
valid. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Emery, Guy Front for Murder 
Avon, Jan. 1951. (Emery, 1947) 188p. $.25. 


Murder swank San Francisco hotel the theme 
this narrative. Bruce Morrow, young assistant man- 
ager the hotel, the amateur detective for this mys- 
tery two violent deaths with beautiful woman 
the main suspect. The characters are typical most 
mystery yarns but the well laid and carefully developed 
plot will make this good evening’s entertainment for 
the adult fan. The temptation count drinks con- 


The New American Webster Dictionary 


Best 


sumed overwhelming times, but that again seems 
feature the more sophisticated mysteries. 
Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Catholic University America 
Library, 
Washington, 


Fischer, Bruno 
Mercury Publications, Jan. 1951. 127p. $.35. 


week-end house party the country the 
ground for Kill Fit. unrelated group guests, 
brought together Susan Train, wealthy widow 
famous politician, gives not only suspects for the tale 
but also two victims and the murderer. The plot 
somewhat involved and several places the moral 
tone could stand adjusting. The most cold-blooded 
incident occurs when well-known racketeer 
dered for political reasons the county sheriff the 
episode passed off old police custom—the 
fit the circumstances”. The best parts the narra- 
tive are ordinary with few bright spots carry along. 
mystery addict with nothing better might want 
waste few hours this one. 

University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Christie, Agatha The Mysterious Affair Styles 
Avon, Jan. 1951. (Dodd, Mead, 1920) 186p. $.25. 


Hercule Poirot solves poison case his usual calm 
and thorough manner. The picture semi-nude 
the cover most objectionable and does great dis- 
service author whose works have never had the 
least difficulty reaching top sales through their own 
merits. 


Kill Fit 


Charteris, Leslie The Saint New York 
Avon, Mar. 1951. (Doubleday, 1934, 1935) 196p. $.25. 
The modern “Robin Hood” who works outside the law 
but the side justice hired for million dollars 
eliminate New York’s top criminal group. There are 
the useful hairbreath escapes, the customary sang froid 
and humor the previous stories Simon Templar, 
the “Saint.” Language sometimes profane. Adult 
fare. The cover slightly suggestive. 


The New American Webster Dictionary 
New American Libary. Jan. 1951. 412p. $.25. 
Book) 

“The New American Webster Dictionary entirely 
new and original work. American dictionary, 
based the principles spelling and 
introduced Noah Webster; but this dictionary not 
published the original publishers Webster’s 
There are approximately 12,000 main entry words, 
chosen the “most useful”; there are probably 
equal number derivatives, plus several thousand 
breviations, foreign words and phrases, and names 
places three appendices. are line draw- 
ings. Historical definitions and etymologies are omitted 
are many obscure words; there are many slang words. 
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